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December 6, 2016 
 
Dear Hastings School Families, 
 
As the season of giving comes upon us, the students at Hastings School are learning about and 
practicing giving of themselves through community service. Students in Kindergarten created 
Thanksgiving placemats for the Westborough Senior Center. Students in Grade 2 visited the 
Highlands senior residence to give Thanksgiving centerpieces and sing songs. Preschoolers and 
students in Grade 3 worked together to create posters for our food drive, and second graders 
made food drive flyers that were sent home. 
 
The district-wide food drive for the Westborough Food Pantry, organized by WHS student 
Connor Schoen, continues through Friday, December 9. Connor came to Hastings to talk with 
second and third graders about the importance of serving the community without expecting 
anything in return. The collection table is located in the Hastings lobby. Thank you for 
participating! 
 
In addition to food and toiletry items, the Westborough Food Pantry can always use grocery store 
gift cards for the purchase of perishable items. I would like to issue an additional $1.00 challenge 
through Friday, December 16. Please consider donating $1.00, or whatever amount you choose, 
toward gift cards. Please put your donation in an envelope marked “$1.00 Challenge”. Let's have 
a strong finish to our food drive! 
 
Hastings students are doing great so far in our yearly At-Home Reaching Challenge. Our goal is 
to exceed 1,100,000 minutes of at-home reading. In addition, for every 100,000 minutes of 
reading students complete, a new book will be purchased for the library to celebrate. Remember 
to send in your completed November reading calendars so we can include your child’s minutes. 
 
The next Hastings Parent Group meeting is scheduled for Thursday, December 15, at 6:30 PM in 
the Hastings library. Marianne O’Connor, retired WPS superintendent, will talk to families about 
how you can get involved in the upcoming Westborough 300th Anniversary celebration. 
Childcare will be provided. Please join us! 
 
As we head into winter, please remember that even when it’s cold outside, it is important for 
children to get out during the school day for some fresh air when the weather permits. As a 
result, the practice at Hastings is that whenever possible, classes will go outside for recess. Make 
sure that your child comes to school prepared to spend time outdoors with jacket, hat, mittens, 



etc.  Please be advised that any children who are not dressed appropriately for spending time 
outdoors during recess may not be allowed to go out. 
 
Enjoy the holiday season, and keep each other close. 
 
Fondly, 
 
Leigh Becker, Principal        


